
WHAT’S NEW 
BUENOS AIRES?
Tango, terraces and t-bones 
in the Argentine capital

AN AFFAIR OF THE HEART
Captivating Jordan

CHIC BANGKOK
The Thai capital – still setting the standard

LOST IN THE CHARM OF LAOS
South East Asia’s seductive, sleepy gem

PLUS
BEIJING • JAPAN • BORNEO

FASCINATING
INDIA
Always surprising

J O U R N E Y S  F O R  T H E  I N D E P E N D E N T  T R A V E L L E R

Beyond
A world of travel ideas from Pettitts



06 I

PETTITTS IBEYONDPETTITTS IBEYOND

Argentina

Contents
04 Note Pad

Our guide to what’s new, some
recommendations…and a few tips.

06 Fascinating India
The country never goes out 
of fashion. It just keeps surprising.

10 An Affair of the Heart
Culture, architecture and nature in
abundance – there is a reason Matthew
Teller just keeps falling for Jordan.

12 The Laos Factor
Amar Grover on Indochina’s sleepy,
seductive little gem.

14 Tango, Terraces and T-bones
History, noted locals, football, food 
and fine wine – David Leck spends 
a few days in South America’s most
sophisticated capital.

18 City of Lakes
Peter Lee acquires a new skill in
relaxed and romantic Udaipur.

20 Beyond the Olympic legacy
Behind the startlingly modern, 
it is still the history, culture and
traditions that define Beijing.

22 What we like about... Bangkok
Stylish yet traditional, cutting edge and 
very well connected. Beyond’s guide to 
the Thai capital.

24 Fusion with Tradition
“Something for every taste” – 
why Japan more than justifies the tag.

26 Borneo’s “great man”
Up close and personal with the 
orang-utans of western Sabah.

6

10

12

14

18

20

Beyond. There’s a very good reason we chose this as the name 
for our new magazine.

It sums up what we have always aimed to achieve at Pettitts –
going beyond the expected, both in terms of the travel ideal
and in constantly searching for fresh ideas for our clients to
experience, explore and enjoy. 

I am delighted to welcome you to our first issue – and to what 
I hope is a range of engaging and informative journeys
described, ideas offered and suggestions made.

I hope they inspire you as you consider your forthcoming plans
to discover more of what our diverse and fascinating world has
to offer.

Our team of specialists are on hand to answer any questions 
and to help you create a truly memorable travel experience.
And please do visit our brand new website - www.pettitts.co.uk -
for many other ideas and suggestions.

Steve Pettitt, Managing Director 14

Chile

Brazil

Ethiopia

Nepal Bhutan

Turkey India

0605

Borneo

26

Sri
Lanka

Vietnam

Thailand

22

China

20

Central Asia

Japan

24
Laos

12

Malaysia

Morocco

Jordan & Syria

10

Libya

EgyptEcuador

Peru & The
Galapagos Islands

www.pettitts.co.uk
Bayham House
12-16 Grosvenor Road
Royal Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN1 2AB
T: 01892 515966
F: 01892 521500

2841 V5041

Editor: David Leck
Contributors: Amar Grover, David Leck, 
Peter Lee, David Pettitt, Matthew Teller

Photography:
Jordanian Tourist Board, Banyan Tree Hotels, 
Japan National Tourist Organisation, 
DH Design Consultants Ltd, David Leck

Design & Artwork:
DH design Consultants Ltd - www.dh-design.co.uk

Beyond would like to thank David Symes at 
the Jordan Tourist Board and Kylie Clark at the
Japan National Tourist Organisation for their kind
assistance. The views  expressed in Beyond are
not necessarily those of Pettitts. Information 
about destinations, flights, hotels, attractions 
and events is subject to change at short notice. 
© Pettitts October 2008.

World map is for representation only



04 I BEYOND  •  WWW.PETTITTS.CO.UK

Check-In
British Airways is to launch a new service to

Hyderabad in India. Operating five times a 
week, it will give the seasoned India visitor

access to the northern state that is
sometimes overlooked in preference

for Rajasthan. And Indian airline
Kingfisher has just introduced a daily
non-stop service between Heathrow
and Bangalore. Both of these will
be used by Pettitts to increase
flexibility and choice across its
extensive programme to the 
sub continent.

The ever-expanding Pettitts portfolio will
welcome two new arrivals in 2009 – Iran
and Egypt. Itineraries to the land once
known as Persia will include a 15-night tour
by car with private driver-guide, and the 
13-night Return to Persia. In Egypt , Pettitts
will be offering a programme majoring 
on the historical and cultural.

Taj Mahal
by Giles Tillotson 
(published by Profile Books)
“A lot of nonsense has been
written about the Taj Mahal over
the past 400 years; this short ,
entertaining and scholarly book

is an excellent antidote” (Sunday Times)

Ghost Train to the Eastern
Star: On the Tracks of the
Great Railway Bazaar
by Paul Theroux 
(published by Hamish Hamilton)
Thirty years after his classic work
The Great Railway Bazaar, one of

the world’s most acclaimed travel writers re-creates
his 25,000-mile journey through eastern Europe,
central Asia, the Indian sub continent , China,
Japan, and Siberia.

Tokyo City Guide – 
Lonely Planet
The latest addition to the
publisher’s portfolio is an 
all-new guide to the cutting-
edge Japanese city, complete
with chapters on robots, 

gadgets and Manga (the famed comics 
read by people of all ages).

Festival Calendar
A great way to see a place at its most interesting is to coincide your trip with a festival.
Here’s our shortlist of some of the best for the new year*:

Ethiopia Christmas (Genna or Leddet) January 7
Gujarat, India Kite Festival January 14
Tamil Nadu, India Pongal (Harvest) Festival January 15
Ethiopia Timkat January 19 – 21
Sapporo, Japan Snow Festival February 5 – 11
Jaisalmer, India Desert Festival February 7 – 9
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil Carnival February 21- 24
Buenos Aires, Argentina Tango Festival February 28 – March 8
Jaipur, India Elephant Festival March 10

If you are looking for more inspiration check out Lonely Planet’s new title A Year of Festivals.
*Dates may be subject to change and should be checked before travelling.

Breathtaking
Antarctica
The season for Antarctica beckons – and
for those on the search for something
special this, the earth’s most southerly
continent, offers the opportunity for
unforgettable exploration and discovery
among some of the most thrilling sights
on the Antarctic Peninsula. Pettitts offers
a range of options, including itineraries
that combine Antarctica with Argentina
and Chile.

If you are looking for a short break this winter 
or next spring then Pettitts has a range of
suggestions. A four-night trip to the fascinating
city of Istanbul combines history and
architecture with all the bustle and excitement 

of the place where east and west merge. A few
days in Marrakech is the perfect choice for some
winter sun, or how about Tripoli – known as the
“white bride of the Mediterranean” and the
gateway to fascinating Libya.

Helping Hands
People often feel they would like to make a
contribution to the communities and people
they meet while on their travels. For over a
decade Pettitts has supported the Kabliji
Hospital and Rural Health Centre in the Indian
state of Haryana. Established 30 years ago, the
hospital has treated over 400,000 patients, over
half for diseases of the eye. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank our clients for
their generous support over the years.

NOTE
PAD
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Pettitts launches
new website
Pettitts has launched a new website. More
detailed and with a greater number of tours,
www.pettitts.co.uk will be an ever-expanding
and user-friendly tool that will also complement
the Beyondmagazine. Features include detailed
tours from our established and emerging
destinations, a year planner, past articles from
our newsletters and an option to download or
order brochures.

BOOKSHELF

On The Tracks

Two new four and five day luxury train routes have been launched
serving the most scenic and culturally rich regions of China. Travellers
can journey from Beijing to Lhasa in Tibet , or from the Chinese capital
to Lijiang in colourful Yunnan Province, in spacious suites with five-star
amenities, fine dining and butler service.

Room Service
With the addition of two more jungle lodges to its portfolio, the partnership of
Taj Hotels and CC Africa has created a unique Indian wildlife circuit.  Due to open
this autumn, it now offers four exclusive properties bordering four different tiger
reserves. Pashan Garh is located in the Panna National Park and comprises a
cluster of stone cottages huddled atop a small hill with magnificent views over
the forest. Banjaar Tola is situated along the banks of the Banjaar River, directly
overlooking the heart of Kanha National Park. The luxurious ensuite tents have
been designed in a contemporary style with pressed bamboo walls, gorgeous
bamboo floors and locally-crafted furniture 
hewn from the timber of exotic Indian trees. Pastures New

Beyond’s guide to
what’s new - and some
ideas and inspiration
from around the world

Time Out

Into Borneo’s
Heart
Pandaw Cruises – a company with a noted reputation for offering stylish river journeys in Indochina
and Burma is launching a new vessel in Sarawak next July.  The brand new Orient Pandaw will make
eight-night cruises on the Rajang River – a region deep in the heart of Borneo that is rarely visited by
travellers. Pettitts will be offering the new cruise as part of its Malaysia and Borneo programmes.

© Sarawak Tourism Board

www.pettitts.co.uk

Black Dragon Pool, Lijiang

The Blue Mosque, Istanbul



FASCINATING

INDIA
As the season for travel to India beckons, Beyond takes a 
look at this enduring destination and at some of the new
destinations – as well as the trusted favourites – that continue
to make the country so alluring.

When it comes to India, there are few men 
in the UK travel industry that know this
complex, compelling country better than

Steve Pettitt. For 30 years he has been working with
hotels, local agents and partners across the seventh
largest and second most-populated country in the world,
creating itineraries designed to both engage the novice
and have the seasoned traveller returning for more.

It has been three decades full of change, increased
standards in service and the arrival of a whole range
of ideas and itineraries designed to showcase this
multi-faceted destination at its best.

“It has been a period of huge advances and much 
of this has really benefited the traveller,” says Steve,
who spends several weeks in India at the start of
each year checking out the new and making sure
standards remain high in those places to which
Pettitts sends its clients.

“For example, a growth in the number of charming
owner-managed boutique properties provides
wonderful opportunities for people to see a different
side of India and they complement beautifully the
large luxury hotels that also feature in many of 
our itineraries.

“The country now offers better quality all-round, from
hotels and domestic flights through to infrastructure.
Our challenge – and it’s one we relish – is helping
every traveller find the India of their dreams.” 
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Heritage List
The British Raj, Maharajahs and Moghuls, and
exquisite palaces and opulent family homes are
some of the hallmarks of Rajasthan. It is also a
state known for transforming heritage properties
into luxurious, charming and atmospheric places
to stay.  Here is Beyond’sguide to just a few.

Shahpura Baghis a 30-acre wooded estate with five
suites and four double rooms midway between
Jaipur and Udaipur.  Situated on the edge of a
lake, it combines the feel of a family home with
the comfort of a princely summer residence.

Bawara Kothiis a fusion of family mansion and
colonial villa located in one of Jaipur’s most
attractive districts.  Its seven stylish rooms, inviting
communal areas and lush gardens offer the
perfect retreat after a day savouring the Pink City. 

On the outskirts of Ranthambore National Park,
Khem Villasoccupies a delightful location amid
working countryside. Established by one of

India’s leading tiger experts – in an area famous
for its tiger population – the camp is a haven for
bird and wildlife and offers accommodation in
stylishly decorated luxury cottages and tents.

If you’re looking for that “yet to be discovered”
little gem, then consider Bhainsrorgarh Fort. Once 
a fortified outpost of the Mewar Kingdom and
located 50 km south of Kota, this former palace
has been lovingly restored to preserve all of 
its old world charm and to maintain the rich
architecture and sumptuous décor. The property
has five large suites with riverside views and is a
superb base from which to explore the area’s
temples, forts and abundance of wildlife.

Home From Home
Stay at Olavipethe family home of the Parayil
Tharakans, a well-known Syrian Christian family
of Kerala. Set amidst lush tropical greenery,
Olavipeis a century-old traditional Keralan-style
mansion situated near the banks of the
backwaters. Relax and enjoy the serene and
peaceful surroundings of Olavipeor learn some
Keralan recipes from the family cook; explore the
village or take a boat through the village canals.

Reach For The Sky
If you are the type of traveller with a quest to
uncover that “special” place then we think 
we have found one such gem in Tranquil– 
a private coffee and vanilla plantation in Kerala.

Set in remote, lush rainforest , the emphasis is 
on providing a restful escape in a south Indian
home-stay with eight rooms, offering fine dining
produced using local produce, and therapeutic
Ayurvedic massage.  But for a real treat , book
well in advance and secure your accommodation
in Tranquil’sdelightfully rustic treehouse.

Escape to Captivating
Chettinad
In the state of Tamil Nadu, Chettinad is a place
where tailors work on ancient sewing machines 
in roadside shops, laden bullock carts amble by,
cows stroll languidly along narrow (and almost
empty) streets – and the modern world seems
but a distant memory.

Tucked away amid all this gentle charm is Visalam–
a hotel that is more a home, where the emphasis
is very firmly on protecting local traditions and
culture and where a stay is designed as an
introduction to the Chettinad way of life.

Jaipur’s Elephant Festival
Groomed to perfection and glittering in gold,
seemingly countless rows of elephants glide
gracefully through the streets of Jaipur each March
as the centre-piece of one of the most striking
and colourful festivals in the Rajasthani calendar.

This annual event pays tribute to an animal
revered as a symbol of strength and wealth and
one that played a key role for Rajput kings in
matters of both war and royal pageantry.

Seasonal Adjustment
When people think of India they probably think 
of the months of soaring temperatures that seem
off limits to western tourists.  But as Steve Pettitt
explains, it is worth thinking about flexibility
when planning a trip.

“I was there this May and of course it was hot 
but it was also very pleasant. There is a tendency
to think of India as having a relatively short
season but there is much to recommend pushing
the seasonal boundaries, not least of all in
somewhere like Rajasthan where there are often
bargains to be had from the luxury hotel chains.

“And, for the wildlife enthusiast , it really is worth
bearing in mind that the best time for weather 
is often not the best for sightings.  This May, 
in southern India, I stayed at a lodge where 
over two days there were sightings of tigers,
elephants, leopards and sloth bears.”

Retreat and Rejuvenate 
If the idea of retreating to a hideaway at the 
foot of India’s tallest mountains appeals, then
the Kalmatia Sangam Resortis the place

It offers nine comfortable cottages named after
local birds with expansive views of the Himalayas,
cuisine that is a fusion of local Kumanoi,
European and Indian dishes, and a programme 
of yoga and meditation classes to really help put
life back in balance.

Kalmatia Sangamcan be easily combined 
with Corbett National Park – a mecca for the
wildlife enthusiast with a full programme of 
tours and safaris. �

1. Varanasi
Sunset on the River Ganges as candles float by

2. Taj Mahal – Agra 
Sunrise at the Taj Mahal – beat the crowds
and the light is beautiful

3. Chhatra Sagar
Tented accommodation on a dam
overlooking a lake in rural Rajasthan 

4. Keralan backwaters
…on your private houseboat

5. Tranquil
Small home-stay/hotel on a beautiful 
coffee plantation in northern Kerala

6. Golden Temple – Amritsar
Soaking up the atmosphere at sunset with
the worshippers

7. Tigers – Kanha and Bandhavgarh
Excellent national parks, beautiful vegetation
and the best chance to spot a tiger in India

8. Hampi
Historic deserted town in rural Karnataka –
famous for being the centre of the
Vijayanagara Empire, its architecture 
and UNESCO World Heritage Site status

9. Ahilya Fort
Beautiful 18th century fort/hotel in the small
holy town of Maheshwar in central India

10. Udaipur
City palaces and sunset boating on the lake

11. Jaisalmer
The archetypal Rajasthani fort city – 
known for its beautifully carved havelis
(private residences)

12. Indian Himalayas
Spring

• Kalmatia Sangam – an excellent base 
for village walks

• Darjeeling and Sikkim – north east 
India – when the spring flowers and
rhododendrons are blooming
Summer

• Ladakh and the high Himalayas – spectacular
mountain scenery and distinct Buddhist culture

India’s Top 12

WE SUGGEST
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Sunset on the River Ganges at Varanasi

Keralan backwaters

Visalam in Chettinad

Pettitts specialises in tailor-made tours, 
so whether your interest is in temples 
and history, nature and wildlife, or beaches 
and culture, we can create a journey
designed to perfectly match your
expectations of India.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk
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In addition, Petra’s sandstone cliffs and façades
have been gently eroded, exposing amazing
bands of colour streaking through the rock 
from scarlet to yellow, purple to brown. It’s a
breathtaking display of natural and human-
inspired artistry.

But Petra is only the start . Amid the green hills 
of northern Jordan stands Jerash, one of the 
best-preserved Roman provincial cities anywhere
around the Mediterranean. 

Two thousand years ago Amman, the Jordanian
capital, was named Philadelphia - the City of
Brotherly Love. It still boasts a giant, 6000-seat
Roman theatre. And Madaba, a market town
nearby, hosts splendid Byzantine art including 
the oldest surviving map of the Middle East, a
huge mosaic laid on the floor of an ancient church.

Every time I come to Jordan, I clear time in my
schedule to head out into the red sands of Wadi
Rum. This is one of the most spectacular natural
environments in the Middle East: immense vistas
of open desert stretch off to the horizon on all
sides, forming a great sea of sand punctuated by
granite and sandstone mountains rising sheer
from the desert floor, hundreds of metres high.
Trekking on foot or camel-back, riding four-wheel-
drive vehicles through the sands, bathing in
hidden pools or enjoying dinner round the
campfire followed by a night sleeping out 
under the stars – Wadi Rum is unforgettable.

Jordan’s natural environment constantly amazes.
Who would imagine that this hot , dry land hosts
highland forests of evergreen oak and pistachio,

wild strawberry and carob? Yet this treasure is to
be explored in the hills of the Ajloun woodland
reserve north of Amman.

Drop some 2,000 metres in altitude and you reach
the shores of the Dead Sea, the lowest point on
earth. Dead Sea water is around ten times saltier
than seawater, which makes it extra-buoyant.
After a long day of sightseeing, there’s nothing
better than floating your cares away here at sunset.

But my favourite place in Jordan lies an hour
north of Petra. I have spent hours on the terrace
of the little eco-friendly guesthouse at Dana,
watching eagles wheel above the great Dana
Valley, mesmerised by the views, the majestic
surroundings of this vast nature reserve – 
and the heavenly quiet.

My first visit to Jordan, many years ago, was truly
love at first sight. Make time for this modest little
country and I guarantee that you, too, will be smitten.

Matthew Teller is author of the ‘Rough Guide to Jordan’.
The newly-updated 4th edition is due for publication in
August 2009.

JORDAN
an affair of the heart

WE SUGGEST

Ifirst visited Jordan more than 15 years ago – and it still manages to
take my breath away. Every time I return, I discover some new aspect
to this modest little country’s amazing diversity. This desert land is 

a dynamic, modern nation packed with interest, from its vibrant
traditional cultures to its stunning natural environment.

You’ll find that hospitality is rooted deeply in Jordanian culture.
Everywhere you go, you’re greeted with a heartfelt ‘Welcome to
Jordan!’ from children and adults alike.

Jordan’s legendary ancient city of Petra - recently voted one of the
New Seven Wonders of the World - is nothing short of compelling. 

The approach on foot through the Siq, a narrow cleft that winds
through the mountains, still makes my heart beat a little bit faster as
I catch that first glimpse of the iconic Treasury - Petra’s most famous
façade. Venturing on into the heart of the ancient city brings you
past similarly grand tombs, theatres and temples carved into the
reddish sandstone by the ancient Nabatean tribe – originally Arabian
nomads who traded with, and were taken over by, the Romans.

Two things make Petra extra-special. First is its dramatic location,
hidden between two parallel rocky ranges. Even today, there are very
few ways into the site, keeping the sense of isolation and adventure alive.

CIVILISATION’S
CROSSROAD

Travel writer Matthew Teller reflects on 
the uniquely enticing blend of culture,
adventure and nature that is Jordan.

W ith its ancient cities, covered souks,
crusader citadels and stunning natural
scenery, Syria is the perfect travel

companion to its neighbour Jordan.

Like Jordan, Syria is little over five hours from
London. A land of bustling markets, muezzin calls,
busy tea houses and friendly locals, it is a 
country few have experienced and one that is
surprisingly different to its neighbour. 

On setting foot in Damascus it soon becomes
apparent that Syria is a nation of history, a 
land that has revelled in - and gained from - 
being at the crossroads of some of the world’s 
greatest civilisations. 

A simple glance at the extent of its boundaries – 
the plains of the Euphrates, the mountainous 
border shared with Turkey, the eastern deserts of
Mesopotamia and ancient Mediterranean trading
ports – reinforces this and evokes a heritage that
firmly places our modern world in context.

Damascus is usually the first port of call: the
lifeblood of the nation and an enchanting city. 
It is easy to picture ancient Arabia as images from
Scheherazade’s tales – tumbledown wooden
merchant homes, glittering covered souks and 
the archetypal, and opulent, Umayyad Mosque. 

Damascus vies with the northern city of Aleppo for
the prestige of being the longest inhabited city in the
world and both can claim to be directly-linked to the
birth of the Islamic world and the great crusades.
Aleppo is home to a quite extraordinary citadel,
rising from the heart of the city and featuring a
cavernous warren of a covered market.

From Damascus the country opens before you. 
Crac des Chevaliers – simply put, the best-preserved
and most famous Crusader castle of the Middle 
East – is a remarkable sight and the views from 
the battlements are breathtaking. 

But it must also be remembered that Syria’s cultural
wealth stretches much further than this with the Roman
remains of Bosra and Palmyra hinting at a hidden past.
Palmyra, in particular, is a stunning reminder of the
extent and wealth of the Roman Empire and for many
is not only the highlight of the country but arguably
the finest classical site of the entire Middle East.
Syria is genuine, exotic and an assault on the senses.

David Pettitt

Petra - “The Red Rose City” Relaxing at the Dead Sea

Byzantine-era mosaic map, Madaba

Desert lunar landscape at Wadi Rum

Pettitts 12-day Road to Damascus takes 
in Amman, Petra, Aleppo, Palmyra and
Damascus.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk
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Despite Laos remaining among the world’s 
least developed countries, it still seems
to bask in a quaint mystique framed by

decades of communist-inspired isolation. The
north in particular is an alluring region for visitors
with vast tracts of hills and forests cradling some
of Laos’ greatest biodiversity and a colourful
array of different ethnic or tribal groups.

I began, like most , in sleepy Vientiane, which 
is surely the only Asian capital where you can
blindly step out onto a road and probably not 
get hit . Slight traffic wheezes through this low-
key, low-rise city edged by paddies that give way
to forest. People don’t push and no one is pushy.
Lined by ranks of fairy-lit restaurants perched 
on stilts, even the broad muddy Mekong seems
lethargic here on its long and silty meander
through Indo-China.

Cradled in a walled garden of palms, bamboo
groves and banana trees, the fine old ‘Residence
de France’ represents the apogee of French
colonial style whose faded mansions with
louvered shutters and airy verandas still linger
downtown. Venerable wats or monasteries, the
most Laotian of institutions, dot the city with
delicate tiled roofs curving skyward from neat
courtyards. It is a quiet , unassuming place,
enjoyable yet unspectacular.

I made for Vang Vieng, 150 kilometres north. 
Here, by the banks and tributaries of the Song
River, weirdly eroded karst hills reminiscent of
those in southern China elevate the landscape
into quiet theatre. I cycled from village to village
past paddies and buffalo ponds, and across
temporary reed and bamboo bridges that 
crossed small rivers. You can clamber up to
virtually hidden caves where young lads with
torches might illuminate Buddha statues and
small lagoon-like lakes.

undertaking lengthy prayer sessions, their hypnotic
chanting wafting into the warm, humid night.
Saffron-robed monks and novices still gather in
long lines for the traditional crack-of-dawn alms-
giving when local people offer them handfuls of
sticky rice. Fishermen throw their nets from little
boats on the Khan River and play their patient
waiting game. 

At sunset tourists regularly pack out the summit
of Phu Si, the distinct hill in the centre of town.
The night markets are ludicrously cheap and
relentlessly cheerful. Luang Prabang abounds in
some of Asia’s best dining, from simple riverside
terraces to chichi moodily-lit restaurants that would
not be out of place in London or Paris. Even if there
was nothing much to do, it is such a beguiling and
relaxed place that just being here would be enjoyable.

One afternoon I crossed the 200 metre-wide
Mekong River on a long-tail boat to Ban Xieng
Maen village on the western bank. Largely hidden

The

FACTOR 

Laos’ indisputable crown jewel is its ancient
capital and now second city, Luang Prabang.
Nestled by the confluence of the Mekong and
Khan Rivers, it is bounded by thickly-forested hills
edging the skyline. When UNESCO placed it on
the World Heritage List in 1995, it cited its fusion
of traditional architecture and colonial heritage,
all wrapped in a unique, remarkably well-
preserved townscape. It is one of those precious,
seductive places whose sum seems greater than
the individual parts. 

Underpinning Luang Prabang’s heritage are around
30 surviving wats, echoes of an era when it was 
a major Buddhist centre. Perhaps only aficionados
would attempt to visit even half of them but 
Wat Xieng Thong inevitably tops the list . This
monastery’s exquisite ordination hall – with gold-
coloured stencilled frescos and a celebrated ‘tree 
of life’ mosaic – embodies classic local architecture. 

Other halls house a variety of Buddha statues and
even a flamboyant royal funerary carriage. If you
linger a while at dusk you might catch monks

by trees, the city already seemed distant and
unreal. The village and neighbouring hamlets
were surrounded by thick forest that cloaked 
the encircling hills. Nearby are a handful of old
monasteries and, up on the hillock by Wat Chom
Pet, I relished what seemed like an exclusive (for
relatively few people venture here) view across
the gleaming river to town and far down the
Mekong valley.

You can walk further by the Mekong – to a temple
set deep in a limestone cave, or another tranquil
monastery complex that once hosted the pre-
coronation retreats of the region’s kings. Beyond,
you might stumble across a sort of communal
village garden full of papaya and banana trees,
then another forgotten, crumbling temple with
trees poking through fractured walls and roofs.

Eventually I reached a riverside compound where
monks were busy restoring an ancient temple and
various monastic buildings. They sawed planks in
twos and swept the courtyard in fives. Their neat
little wooden cottages were perched on the edge

of steep banks. Open to the sun, breeze and river,
it seemed utterly idyllic and for a brief, whimsical
moment I felt like swapping rooms if not lives.

Amar Grover is a freelance traveller writer and photographer.

LAOS

It’s often called “sleepy”; some consider it (relatively) “untouched” and for many it’s the perfect
complement to Vietnam or Cambodia. Amar Grover ventures into Laos – a country combining
colonial heritage, colourful tribal groups and an all-together seductive air.

Luang Prabang

Colourful tribes and warm welcomes in “sleepy” Laos
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Why not combine Laos with the temples of
Angkor in Cambodia and the many and
varied delights of the country that borders
them both, Vietnam. 

Pettitts offers a range of tailor-made
itineraries across Indochina. You can easily
combine Laos with Thailand. Or how about
using a direct air service to combine Luang
Prabang with China’s Yunnan Provence and
the UNESCO World Heritage City of Lijiang.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk



TANGO,
TERRACES 
AND T-BONES

It’s Sunday morning and I’m on a guided tour of
a cemetery.  It’s also the start of summer in the
southern hemisphere but it’s raining and there’s

a biting wind blowing up from the River Plate.

This is a memorable introduction to Argentina
but mostly for the wrong reasons. Buenos Aires -
or BA as it’s known locally - is not your average
Latin American capital. Distinctly European in
feel, this is a city with class, style and attitude.
The second largest in South America it’s famed
for four things and I have a little over 48 hours to
work my way around its trademarks.

Against a climate more Aberdeen than Argentina,
here I am at the eventual resting place of the
country’s former first lady, but it’s no easy task
locating the tomb of Evita within the rabbit
warren that is La Recoleta cemetery.  Thankfully,
my guide leads me through this Hampton Court
style maze of the affluent Buenos Aires departed.

“She is dead a half a century,” says Maria.  “The
older people still remember and revere her, but
for younger generations the legend is fading.”

Tucked away in a mini city of opulent and gothic
excess, the Duarte (Eva Peron’s maiden name)
tomb is quietly imposing.  The dark granite
edifice gleams but , if it weren’t for the freshly-cut
flowers entwined amongst its ornate wrought
iron railings like a subliminal signpost you could
very easily miss Recoleta’s most famous resident. 

Eva’s death was as eventful as her life.  Her
embalmed body disappeared for 17 years
following her death at the age of 33.  Eventually
discovered a continent away in Madrid, her
remains are interred not within the sarcophagus
that houses other members of the Duarte clan
but in a section of ground directly in front.

Each tomb has its unique style and
characteristics and, while some are more ornate
displays of a family’s social position than others,
there is no doubt that the wealthy of this elegant
city - in death as in life - know a thing or two
about style.  As cemeteries go, La Recoleta is
right up there with Highgate and Pére Lechaise,
but there is something altogether more
fascinating about its mix of rich architectural
styles and ghoulish grandeur.

Buenos Aires is noted for its coffee houses and
they don’t come more famed than Café Tortoni.
Porteños (locals) have café culture sussed and 
an hour spent in this 150 year-old-temple to R&R, 
BA-style is enough to make you dread the sight
of another Starbucks.  

Waiters in bow tie and tails, marbled floors and
mahogany-panelled walls merge to provide
instant transportation to a bygone era. It’s only
the sterile, white plastic coated air-con that
protrudes from these grand surroundings like 
a used polystyrene cup on a tray of gleaming
Wedgwood China (and the framed photos of
Hillary Clinton and Antonio Banderas) that point
to the 21st century.  

On a late afternoon the place exudes a sort 
of frenetic restraint , packed with well-heeled
porteños.  A middle-aged couple, dressed as 
if bound for some important state occasion,
consume small but lethal cups of black coffee.
His attire sits somewhere between current
Argentine chic and what our grandparents 
might have called dapper; she is a sort of 
Ivana Trump-Margaret Thatcher confection.

At the next table, a young lad of about eight
stands expectantly.  Hair slicked back and
dressed immaculately, he poses for a photo
taken by a somewhat forebidding grandfather-
type figure holding court. 

David Leck spends a few days in the stylish Argentine capital
– and highlights some of the many other delights of South
America’s most richly diverse destination.

Distinctly European in feel,
this is a city with class, 

style and attitude.
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The Casa Rosada

National Congress

The colourful neighbourhood of La Boca
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But, like any great city, one of the real pleasures 
of BA is simply wandering its wide tree-lined
boulevards, avenues and richly contrasting
bohemian, commercial and artistic barrios
(neighbourhoods) until you reach, either by
accident or design, a place of interest.

La Boca is among its most famous.  Home to
Boca Juniors - one of Buenos Aires’ two most
successful soccer teams - it is also noted for its
brightly coloured sheet metal houses.  Wandering
its cobbled streets, delving into its many souvenir
shops and stopping to savour engaging displays
of street art delivers a morning full of atmosphere
and interest and I long to linger for a time far out
of keeping with my schedule.

The beautifully-preserved wooden carriages 
of the 1913-built A line - Latin America’s oldest
subway - take me back to the centrally-located
Plaza de Mayo, BA’s historical and political heart.

The green, leafy square is dominated on one side
by the Casa Rosada (the Pink Palace) from whose
balcony Evita addressed her adoring masses.
The city’s solemn Catedral Metropolitana is the
Plaza de Mayo’s other important landmark,
containing as it does the tomb of national hero
General José de San Martin.  But this is also a
part of the city where the country’s troubled past
is never far away.

Following a bloodless military coup in 1976 a
brutal dictatorship was installed in which mass
murder and torture were the order of the day.
Over the next seven years an estimated 30,000

people - mostly but not exclusively Argentinians -
were made to “disappear”.  The Mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo march on the square weekly to
this day.

I quickly discover that alongside its chic exterior,
Buenos Aires also displays a taste for the odd
and eccentric.  Paseaperros are the city’s
professional dog walkers and it’s not uncommon
to see one hapless individual trying to control
upwards of 30 charges all intent on pursuing their
own recreational agenda.  

And I begin to notice another breed of native:
young, Armani-suited businessmen drinking
coffee or eating lunch and sporting white bandages
obscuring oblong facial sections. Lager louts BA-
style or a souvenir from last Sunday’s big game?
“Oh no,” says Maria in response to my suspicions
of unsavoury behaviour.  “Porteños are very
image conscious - and plastic surgery isn’t just
for women!”

The Argentinians are a passionate lot and that
passion doesn’t run much deeper than an
obsessive love of the beautiful game.  Boca
Juniors and River Plate represent the local
equivalent of Chelsea and Arsenal and the 
rivalry is legendary.

Foreigners are strongly advised against taking 
in a match under their own steam so, following
much heated but jovial debate between my hotel
concierges, Gaston and Leandro, it was decided -
not by me - that I should see the River game,
complete with the generous loan of a jacket to help

me brave the unseasonal weather on the terraces.
The River ground is a vast oval-shaped structure,
a little faded and slightly menacing.  This is exciting
stuff even for the non-football fanatic like me.  

The mighty River, battling to retain second place
in the league alongside arch rivals Boca are pitted
against division stragglers Lanus.  With the home
team falling to a humiliating 2-1 defeat , the
atmosphere turns heavy and one of those famous
tribal chants begins to engulf the late afternoon
drizzle, River’s Chilean coach the target.

Time for food and BA is no place for anyone 
who has ever given vegetarianism even a passing
thought.  La Estancia is one of the many parillas
(steak houses) scattered across a city whose
charms I was finding hard to resist.  This cavernous
one rather curiously resembled a cross between a
German bier keller and a Tyrolean community hall.  

The waiter - a sort of kindly eastern European
Bond villain type - presents me with a vast
assortment of large slabs of red meat from 
which to choose and I briefly question my
carnivore tendencies. 

After a glass of excellent red wine in this
somewhat puzzling setting it arrives.  Encased 
in a rotund, sizzling receptacle vaguely akin to 
the nether regions of a cow, my steak sits above 
a red hot bed of coals.  “Goldfinger” admires it
lovingly and proceeds to cut a slice, giving both
me and it a knowing nod - my cue to start . What
he leaves behind is enough to feed a family of
four for most of next weekend.

Until this trip, my experience of the tango was
confined to images of smoke-filled rooms,
elegantly-attired couples draped in black, sombre
music and more than a touch of eroticism.  If you
like your tourism untainted by commercialism,
it’s best to avoid the myriad tango shows laid on
for tourists and seek out the restaurants, bars
and ballrooms frequented by locals. 

Buenos Aires is a city of contrasts and
contradictions.  A turbulent and violent history
sits almost too comfortably alongside its cultured,
stylish residents; rich architecture, impressive state
buildings and leafy penthouse neighbourhoods
belie an economy that has been bankrupt for much of
the past two decades, and outward characteristics
such as the supposed trademark arrogance (How
does an Argentinean commit suicide? He jumps off
his own ego!) are, I like to think, just shields from
which people try to forget a bitter, painful past.

The charm of this intoxicating city is unquestionable
and even after fewer than three days I leave
determined to return. 

Country of
Contrasts
Argentina is large and its sheer diversity often
leaves the visitor with the impression of having
been in several different countries.  Here are our
tips for creating your own “highlights” from the
world’s eighth largest nation.

Salta

In the northwest of Argentina, Salta is noted for its
colonial architecture, charming wine-making town
of Cafayate, the stunning “Hill of Seven Colours”,
picturesque villages and historic towns.

Mendoza
Argentina is the world’s fifth largest wine producer
and Mendoza is its heart - an idyllic region combining
breathtaking views across the Andes and a collection of
internationally-recognised and award-winning wineries.

Bariloche

You might feel geographically disorientated in
Bariloche, for this stunning region - with its lakes,
mountains and alpine features - resembles
Switzerland or Austria more than it does 
Latin America.

El Calafate

Gateway to the Glaciers National Park and the truly
breathtaking Perito Moreno glacier, El Calafate is
Argentina in all its raw, natural beauty.

Ushuaia
The base for exploring the Tierra del Fuego
National Park, Ushuaia is the world’s most
southerly town, set on the shores of the Beagle
Channel and flanked by snow-peaked mountains.
It is also the gateway to Antarctica.
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Probably the best steak in the world?
The Argentine capital’s rejuvenated waterfront

In Buenos Aires, you’re
never far away from the
passion of the TangoRecoleta Cemetery and the tomb of the Duarte family, including Eva “Evita” Peron

Find some of the city’s best restaurants in the Puerto Madero district

Bombonera - home to Boca Juniors

European-influenced architecture
meets Latin American style

Pettitts can combine the fascinating
Argentine capital with many other facets of
South America. How about a few days in
the wine-growing region of Mendoza,
trekking on the breathtaking Perito Merino
glacier, or using Buenos Aires as your
gateway to neighbouring Chile.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk
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D riving out of the Aravalli hills, which
legend foretold would help fortify this
city from Mughal invaders, we had

almost arrived in Udaipur - dubbed by some 
the “City of Lakes”.

Waking up as our car approached felt strange and
confusing. It was as if we had been whisked
away on a magic carpet to a Mediterranean
seaside town or dropped on to the set of
Octopussy. Whatever the reality, it felt good 
to arrive and our driver assured us we were 
still in India.

Udaipur has much to offer and has been the
location for many a celebrity wedding and film
crew, emphasising the beauty and romance
with which it is so associated. It also houses
two of the best hotels in the world and is
mentioned as the birth place of Bagheera 
(the panther) in Kipling’s The Jungle Book.

Udaipur certainly has a unique allure that 
sets it apart from the other cities in the north. 
It is relaxed (by Indian standards) and visually-
stunning, making it a welcome break for any
weary traveller.

We stayed at two hotels. Our first was the
Udaikothi - a charming property decorated 
with ornate coloured glass, bringing the same
quality to the property that the lakes bring to
the city. Without a doubt the roof-top swimming
pool is its best asset with a jacuzzi offering
stunning views of Lake Pichola. 

Our second - the Taj Lake Palace - proved to be
a master class in the finer things in life and a
place reserved for a privileged few. A stay in a
hotel that can only be described as the jewel 
in the crown of luxury, I could write about its
grandeur and hospitality for pages. We were
totally spoilt. 

UDAIPUR
City of Lakes
Peter Lee falls under its spell – and acquires a new 
skill – in one of India’s most relaxed and romantic cities.

My first venture on to the streets of Udaipur was 
a solitary one. My companion, weary from travel,
opted to relax by the pool. I decided to seek out
a sitar tutor and maybe see a few religious sites
before finding a watering hole for a quick beer
(Godfather - 8.5 per cent) and returning on foot -
the only way to get a true feel for any city. 

To prevent getting lost though I jumped in a tuk-tuk
and, having consulted a map, waited for the
driver to name a price: one I thought reasonable
if not a little generous. I overestimated the
distance so ended up paying the equivalent of
probably two days pay which, to add insult to
injury, he nonchalantly accepted. 

I arrived a few shops down from the Jagdish temple,
an Indo-Aryan construction built in 1651 by Jagat
Singh and also, from the top of the steps, the
camera angle for the tuk-tuk chase in Octopussy.

I was greeted almost immediately by “Bablu”
Rajesh Prajapati, a warm and bombastic Indian
with an infectious mood and my guru of the
stringed arts for the next hour and a half.
The lesson went amazingly well. So much so 
that Bablu brought out some tablas half-way
through and, for a few golden moments, we sat
and jammed in his small shop totally immersed
in the music. 

On the strength of this lesson and the integrity 
of my new found friend, I enquired about a
purchase and after much negotiation settled
upon a price. 

The night began to draw in and the white-washed
walls and buildings that had been so alive during
the day had discoloured and lost their potency. 
I rejoined my travel companion and we headed
toward Sunset Point Terrace to savour the
evening and enjoy a drink. The scenery and
ambiance of this spot seemed stolen from the
pages of a romantic novel and would have been
an ideal location for a wedding proposal. 

As we sat on the terrace and sipped our drinks,
giant bats swooped and circled the lake, serenading
the moon and each other as they feasted on
insects that swarmed the banks. It was truly
enchanting. We looked longingly across the
moon-lit waters, gazing at the Taj Lake Palace 
and marvelling at India and her many secrets.
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“Bablu” Rajesh Prajapati - sitar guruJagdish temple

Taj Lake Palace Hotel

Udaipur from the banks of Lake Pichola

Pettitts specialises in tailor-made tours, 
so whether your interest is in temples 
and history, nature and wildlife, or beaches 
and culture, we can create a journey
designed to perfectly match your
expectations of India.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk
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W ith the athletes of the world departed,
Beijing has returned to normal.  But
what will be the Olympic legacy? 

For many, the memory will be of the Chinese
people, young and old, who welcomed the world
with open arms. Visitors were amazed at the
attention they received as children and pensioners
alike practised English on unsuspecting tourists 
in preparation for the many thousands of slightly-
bewildered travellers who were soon to arrive 
in the country. 

Others will highlight the fact that China, such an
insular country, may open up to the world after
the Games. They will, after all, have been in
contact with numerous different cultures over that
intense, exciting two weeks. 

Maybe even simple liberties will have been freed –
the BBC website has, for the first time in a long
while, been openly available. In fact , Beijing’s
legacy may even be greater than London’s in 2012.
Still, there will always be detractors – the girl
deemed not pretty enough to sing at the opening
ceremony, faked fireworks to impress the
watching world, half-empty Olympic stadiums and
questionable scoring – yet, ultimately, only time
will tell and the arguments that have already
surfaced should find answers sooner or later.
What is certain, however, is that China has been
opened to the world.

Yet, despite this, what do we actually know 
about a country seen only in passing directorial
glimpses? The famed Summer Palace as the
marathon trundled by, the Great Wall peeked 
as it was paralleled by the cycling road race, and 
the beautiful Temple of Heaven used only as a
backdrop for the BBC medal table? This isn’t 
the true Beijing. 

For many, the swimming ‘cube’, in all its multi-
coloured glory, and the modernist ‘bird’s nest’
stadium are the new architectural icons of this
quickly modernizing country. Yet should we be
ranking a country by its industrial output , medal
hauls and new buildings?  The Olympics have
been fantastic for the country. However, I cannot
help thinking that it is striving to portray itself as
something different. China is China and this is a
fact that should be embraced.

It is the country’s past that captivates me time
and time again. For instance, were you aware that
Tiananmen Square - the great space that borders
one side of the cavernous Forbidden City - is
actually the world’s largest gathering place?

Did you know the Chinese is one of the few
ancient civilisations to have its own individual
writing script or that paper, compasses,
gunpowder and printing all originate from 
this part of the world? Or that the Great Wall 
is over 1,500 miles in length. Beijing alone is 
a veritable treasure trove and one that is still
startlingly foreign.

Stroll down the fast-disappearing Hutongs - the
ancient alleyways of old Beijing - where travel 
is by rickshaw and everyday life seems to have
changed little over centuries and you will soon
see things are not always as they appear. 
Catch a local bus to take you from the Temple 
of Heaven to the Summer Palace or attempt an
understanding of the indecipherable timetables
helpfully plastered over bus stop walls! Take a
chance on the food – don’t believe all you hear.
The restaurants are the pulse of this city and
places of welcoming smiles and helpful locals. 

So, when you arrive at Beijing’s glistening new
international airport , past the karaoke bars,
shopping malls and swimming cube take time 
to embrace Beijing’s culture of old – one which,
surprising to many, is not far below the surface 
of this most modern of cities.

Beyond the Olympic legacy

WE SUGGEST

BEIJING
There is much more to Beijing than an Olympic legacy and, 
as China enthusiast David Pettitt advises, do look beyond 
the startlingly modern to uncover the history, culture and
traditions at the heart of the Chinese capital.

China is China and 
this is a fact that 

should be embraced.

The Forbidden City

Beihai Stupa

The Great Wall

The Summer Palace

The Temple of Heaven

Pettitts offers a full programme to China
from the 17-day Classical China, taking in
Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai, Guilin and the
Yangtze River, to the 15-day South of the
Clouds, which features the magnificent
landscapes of Yunnan Province.

Looking to add something extra to your
trip?  Then how about a three-day trek
along the Great Wall, a couple of days in
bustling Hong Kong or, if time allows,
combine China with Laos or Vietnam.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk



What’s So Great?
This pulsating city offers more than enough for
three or four days in its own right , but combined
with its unrivalled links to Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos, Bangkok is a real South East Asian
treasure.  Add to this wonderful food, superb
shopping, stylish bars and some of the best
hotels in the world and it’s a city that captivates
the new and returning visitor.

Point To Point

The city can still be a nightmare when it comes to
traffic, but recent infrastructure improvements
have really helped.  The BTS Skytrain is clean,
safe, reliable and very cheap – and it connects
the main tourist hubs of Sukhumvit Road, Silom
Road and the Chao Phraya River. If it serves your
destinations, then the even-newer MRT Subway is
equally as impressive. Metered taxis are a good,
safe option and if you want something a little
more authentic, then the ubiquitous tuk-tuk can
be good fun (always agree a price first).

Focal Point
Bangkok is a big city and can be a little confusing
for the first-timer.  Consider hotels along the
Chao Phraya River – a great location and you 
are close to the city’s excellent Skytrain. For the
serious shopper, the Sukhumvit Road area is a
good base with a wide range of accommodation
.
Room Service
For five-star luxury, The Oriental(often voted best
hotel in the world) is hard to beat , or why not
consider the Peninsula, Banyan Treeor Shangri-La.
Looking for something a little less large-scale?
Then try one of the city’s increasing crop of
stylish and atmospheric boutique properties
such as The Eugenia(complete with a fleet of
vintage cars) or the charming Old Bangkok Inn.

Stretch The Legs
Take the Chao Phraya River Tourist Boat to Pier 9
(Tha Tien) and catch a second boat to the city’s
iconic landmark, Wat Arun. Return to Tha Tien
and take the short walk to Wat Pho (the city’s
oldest temple, and also a noted Thai massage
school) before continuing along Maharat Road 
to the stunning Grand Palace.

City Chic
This city now rivals most capitals when it comes
to stylish settings for pre-dinner drinks or a cold
beer after a day’s sightseeing. In recent years, it
has also spawned a clutch of stylish, upmarket

and high-rise watering holes. Try the Vertigo Grill
and Moon Bar (on the 61st Floor of the Banyan
Tree Hotel) after dark for stunning city views, or
The Dome at The State Towerfor sophisticated
dining from on high.

On The Menu

Bangkok is a foodies’ delight with everything 
from its trademark street dishes to haute cuisine.
Pick up a copy of Bangkok Best Dining and
Entertainment(free and published monthly) or the
glossy Big Chillifor the latest recommendations.
One of our favourites is Basil at the Sheraton
Grande Sukhumvit(250 Sukhumvit Road; Asoke
Skytain station) – superb Thai food with a
modern twist served in elegant surroundings.

What we like about...

BANGKOK
It is not only a fascinating capital where the ancient and modern collide, it is also – for many –
their gateway to South East Asia and Indochina. David Leck has a few pointers on what to look
out for in the “City of Angels”.
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Shop Talk
Where to begin? If you want it , Bangkok has it ,
from fine tailoring to fake designer labels; stylish
homeware to jewellery; beautiful arts and crafts
to fabulous bookshops. The Siam Paragon and
Gaysorn shopping malls offer the ultra-modern
retail experience, while the roads around Chinatown
and Silom are more traditional and ideal for
those on the look-out for gems, art and antiques.

On The Water
One of the best ways to see many of Bangkok’s
highlights is on the Chao Phraya River Tourist
Boat. A daily hop on-hop off ticket costs little
more than £1 and it serves key places such as
Chinatown, the Grand Palace and the Khao San
Road area.

Take Two
Been in the city before? Then why not head 
out to the famous Chatuchak Weekend Market , 
stroll the streets of Chinatown, take a two-night
cruise on the “River of Kings” aboard the luxury
Manohra Song, or head west out of the city on a
day trip to the River Kwai.

A Real Gem
Tired feet? Jetlag? Then try the Ruen-Nuad Massage
Studio (42 Convent Road off Silom Road). It regularly
gets a mention in those upmarket style magazines
and the charming teak house is the calming setting
for a range of massage and spa treatments.

Travellers’ Check
Bangkok is generally very safe but, as with any big
city, it is always worth being cautious. Thankfully,
tourist scams are few and far between but do watch
out for taxi drivers who tell you certain key
tourist attractions are closed for the day and
offer you an alternative shop/tailor/restaurant!

1. The Grand Palace– a glittering complex and
one-time home to the Thai Royal Family.

2. Wat Arun – The city’s most iconic sight -
particularly stunning after dark.

3. Jim Thompson’s House– a wonderful oasis of
stunning Thai architecture offering an insight into
the man who reinvigorated the Thai silk industry
before his mysterious disappearance in 1967.

4. Vimanmek Mansion– The world’s largest teak
construction set in beautiful, tranquil gardens.

5. Wat Pho – a working temple of 35 buildings
and home to the giant Reclining Buddha.

Not to be Missed
Like any capital, there are certain things you really must do. Here is our list of the best for the
first-time visitor:
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After dark, South East Asian capitals don’t get more exciting than this

Vertigo Grill & Moon Bar at the Banyan Tree Bangkok
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Bangkok’s “klongs” (canals) - still the lifeblood of the city

The Shangri-La Hotel - quality and a great location
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FUSION

N o matter what motivates you to travel—an
interest in history, pioneering technology,
cuisine, ancient or contemporary

architecture, nature, shopping, unique cultural
pursuits, you name it - Japan has it . 

From vibrant metropolises to rural retreats, from
tropical beaches to lofty mountain peaks, from world-
class hotels to traditional inns, Japan offers a wide
range of destinations and diversions that attract and
enchant both the novice and seasoned traveller.

Direct 12-hour flights from the UK serve both Tokyo
and Osaka, with most British travellers flying into the
former – the country’s capital and its largest city. 

Tokyo is futuristic Japan at its best with many 
of its world famous companies such as Sony,
Panasonic and Toyota boasting impressive free
interactive showrooms. 

Toyota’s MegaWeb is fun for visitors of all ages –
youngsters can pedal around in motor-assisted
hybrid carts while adults can try out small electric
vehicles designed for commuters, or test drive the
manufacturer’s latest models. 

Tokyo is great for shopping, especially for
electronics and camera goods and souvenirs
such as oriental tableware and handcrafted
wooden dolls. Other attractions include the
Imperial Palace, Sensoji-Temple, Meiji Shrine,
Tsukiji - the world’s largest seafood market - 
and numerous museums and art galleries. 

Less than 100 kilometers from Tokyo is Hakone,
part of the Fuji-Hakone National Park. The area is
famous for hot springs, outdoor activities, natural
beauty and its view of Mount Fuji.  With its
beautiful conical shape, this famed landmark 
has often been the inspiration for numerous
paintings and pieces of literature and is one of
the iconic symbols of Japan. 

Hakone is a great place to spend a night in a
ryokan – the traditional Japanese inn - and relax
in the area’s natural onsen (hot spring spas).
Early risers can see the auction at the largest
seafood market in the world, beginning at around
05.30 and, even if you arrive after the auction 
has concluded around an hour later, there’s still
plenty to see in the surrounding bustling alleys. 

Here you will find stalls selling dried mushrooms,
seaweed, tea, pickles, ceramics and kitchenware.
And of course there are numerous sushi shops
where you can enjoy an extremely fresh – and
healthy - sushi breakfast. Nearby is the Tsukiji
Honganji temple with exotic Hindu-influenced
1930’s architecture.

Less than two hours from Hakone by bullet 
train is Kyoto, Japan’s ancient capital and the
emperor’s residence from 794 until 1868 – 
a period during which it became the repository 
for much of the best of Japanese art , culture,
religion and thought. 

Due to its historic importance, the city avoided
the air raids of World War II and countless
temples, shrines and other priceless structures
survive today. 

The many places of interest include Nijo Castle,
once the home of the Tokugawa shogun;
Sanjusangendo Temple, noted for its 1,001 gilded
wooden statues of the Goddess of Mercy;
Kinkakuji Temple, or the Golden Pavilion, and
Ryoanji Temple, famed for its rock garden. 

Kyoto is also the home of the beautiful geisha, as
featured in the best-selling novel - and subsequent
Oscar®-winning film - Memoirs of a Geisha.

With such a diversity of climates, scenery and
events to enjoy, Japan is a destination that has
year-round appeal. From cherry blossoms and
hot springs to ski fields and festivals, each of the
country’s four distinctive seasons has something
special – and enchanting - to offer the visitor.
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Mount Fuji - iconic landmark and inspiration
for many works of art and literature

Cutting-edge meets traditional in the Japanese capital

Mystical and magical; traditional yet cutting-edge,
Japan carries its “something for every taste” 
banner with justifiable pride. Here is Beyond’s take
on a few of its many highlights.

Japan is famed for its exquisite gardens
and we highly recommend travel in 
the spring (March-May) for the cherry
blossoms, and October and November for
a kaleidoscope of autumnal colours. 

To learn more about Japan and to help you
plan your trip, visit www.seejapan.co.uk

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk



26 I BEYOND  •  WWW.PETTITTS.CO.UK

Face to face with

BORNEO’S
“Great Man”

Borneo is a biologically diverse and
culturally rich country, whose ancient
jungles are home to some of the rarest,

most distinct animals, plants and people 
in the world.

I spent two weeks in this fascinating country,
climbing Mount Kinabalu, camping deep within 
its ancient primary rainforests and discovering 
the mysteries of a country which has fascinated
westerners since the first stories of “head-hunters”.

What I discovered was a Borneo as wild and
unique as its reputation. A country brimming
with the opportunity for adventure and experience;
with pristine picture perfect beaches and warm
hospitable people, Borneo is setting itself apart
as a key destination in South East Asia.

Little did I know, however, when my plane
touched down in Kota Kinabalu what
experiences laid in wait.

We were heading towards Bathu Pitu in 
western Sabah, travelling by motorboat on 
the Kalimantan River. As the last signs of 
human life faded into the distance the jungle
began to dominate and awaken the senses.

Monitor lizards and crocodiles were on patrol,
strutting along the banks and disrupting roosting
egrets which took flight, drawing our eyes skyward
to where highly coloured hornbills criss-crossed
the skyline. In the trees, gangs of macaque
monkeys threw themselves between branches
under the watchful eye of a noble proboscis
monkey who sat regally in his tree like a
miniature Julius Caesar with a Dale Winton tan.

It was unbelievable how quickly we went from
civilisation to wild jungle, as if our little boat
had somehow stumbled upon a Shangri-La
abundant with the lost spoils of Eden. This,
however, was only the start.

One of the guides on our boat was a deaf mute
with exceptional vision who guided us to the
best spots on the river to view the wildlife. 
He became very excited, pointing towards 
the banks and flailing his arms. 

I didn’t know what this meant or what was to
ensue. Did the boat have a leak? Were those
massive nests in the trees above home to some
prehistoric giant man-eating bird? What was
happening was uncertain but we started heading
for the bank, turning off the engine as we moored. 

A brave few, including myself, jumped out in
pursuit of the guides who slashed through the
foliage with their machetes. We wondered 
what was to come. Our guide came to a halt,
stopping in perfect synchronicity and keeping 
low to the ground. 

He slowly raised his finger to the heavens and 
we all looked skyward. Above us in the trees was
a female orang-utan and her baby, staring right 
at us. It was an exhilarating moment and a great
feeling to lock eyes with such a magnificent
animal. And although anxious about a snake 
that had just slithered over my foot, we stayed
for a while taking photographs before she
began pelting us with sticks and we decided 
we best depart.

As we walked back, tiger leeches from the jungle
floor clambered up our clothing looking for 
fresh food and moving like an alien army of
carnivorous super slinkies. 

We returned to the boat and were in a jubilant
mood knowing we were among the few to have
encountered a wild orang-utan in its natural
setting. The “great man” of the forest that we
had heard so much about from locals had
granted us an audience.

Borneo maintains its impressive orang-utan
sanctuary at Sepilok but the remaining pockets 
of wild primary forest are less secure.

With the great migration of disenchanted 
youth to the cities, and the older generation
without much option but to sell land to the
palm oil companies, parts of Borneo face an
uncertain future.

But for now, serene nights spent in the jungle
listening to millions of sounds intertwined is 
an experience both priceless and impossible 
to describe.

My advice is go - and go soon.

Peter Lee takes a memorable journey on Borneo’s
Kalimantan River – and into an adventure and a magical
encounter with the “great man” of the forest.

WE SUGGEST
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Into a memorable encounter
on the Kalimantan River

The world-renowned orang-utan sanctuary at Sepilok

From jungle to beach - Borneo delights on many levels

Pettitts offers two private/small group
journeys to Borneo. The first travels from
cosmopolitan Kuala Lumpur to the depths
of the Malaysian jungle.  The second - and
new for 2009 - features a cruise along the
mighty Rajang River aboard the RV Orient
Pandaw, the latest replica colonial river
steamer from the respected Irrawaddy
Flotilla Company.

For further information call Pettitts on 
01892 515966 or visit www.pettitts.co.uk


